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Thank you. NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Campaign Finance Reform Legislation
February 12, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I said
that delay would mean the death of campaign
finance reform, and I called on the Congress
to act by July 4, 1997. Passage of effective fi-
nance reform must be a priority for this Con-
gress, but we will succeed only if citizens all
across the country make clear to elected officials
that change is urgent and that public support

is broad and deep. Project Independence can
help break the logjam that has blocked reform
for so long. By building support for the McCain-
Feingold and Shays-Meehan campaign finance
reform bills, Project Independence will give citi-
zens a voice as we work to reform our politics
and renew our democracy.

Remarks at the Funeral of Ambassador Pamela Harriman
February 13, 1997

We gather in tribute to Pamela Harriman,
patriot and public servant, American Ambas-
sador and citizen of the world, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, and sister, and for
so many of us here, a cherished friend. She
adopted our country with extraordinary devotion.
Today her country bids her farewell with pro-
found gratitude.

Hillary and I have often talked about what
made Pamela so remarkable. It was more than
her elegance, as unforgettable as that was. It
was more than the lilt of her voice and her
laughter, more even, than the luminous pres-
ence that could light up a room, a convention
hall, or even the City of Lights itself. It was
more than her vibrant sense of history and the
wisdom that came to her from the great events
she had lived and those she had helped to
shape, from the Battle of Britain to the peace
accord in Bosnia. I think it was most of all
that she was truly indomitable.

One day the train she was on to London
was bombed twice, during the Blitz. She simply
brushed off the shards of glass, picked herself
up, and went to the office to do her work at
the Ministry of Supply. She was 21 years old.

More than 40 years later, all of us who knew
her saw the same resolve and strength again
and again, most tenderly, in the way she gave

not only love but dignity and pride to Averell
who, as long as he was with her, was at the
summit, even to his last days.

In 1991, she put her indomitability to a new
test in American politics, forming an organiza-
tion with a name that made the pundits chuckle
because it did seem a laughable oxymoron in
those days: Democrats for the Eighties. For
members of our party at that low ebb, she be-
came organizer, inspirer, sustainer, a captain of
our cause in a long march back to victory. She
lifted our spirits and our vision.

I will never forget how she was there for
Hillary and for me in 1992: wise counsel, friend,
a leader in our ranks who never doubted the
outcome, or if she did, covered it so well with
her well-known bravado that no one could have
suspected. Today I am here in no small measure
because she was there.

She was one of the easiest choices I made
for any appointment when I became President.
As she left to become our Ambassador to
France, she told us all with a smile, ‘‘Now my
home in Paris will be your home. Please come
and visit, but not all at once.’’ [Laughter] It
seemed she had been having us at her home
all at once for too many years. So a lot of
us took her up on her invitation to come to
Paris. After Hillary and I had been there the
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